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This monthly press review covers 
Eurafrican migration control, migration and 
displacement in African countries and news 
on the European border regime. In case 
there is a news item, report, or campaign 
you would like to flag for in next month’s 
review please write us to: migr-contr@ffm-
online.org or on Twitter @MigControl.

MONTHLY REVIEW: DECEMBER 2023

HOA MEDIA OFFICE

In this section we will in future publish 
relevant articles, and links, and also make 
available translations to Arabic in the form 
of PDFs. The media office will cooperate with 
Arkamani for the Sudan anthropological 
and archaeological translation series. 

وروابط  مقالات  بنشر  المستقبل  في  سنقوم  القسم  هذا  في 
الترجمات  بعض  ستكون  كما  الأفريقي  بالقرن  ذات صلة 

 .PDFs إلى العربية متاحة على صيغة

أيضا يسر القسم أن يعلن عن تعاونه مع دراسات أركماني 
الانثربولوجيا والاركيولوجيا السودانية.  

CAPITALISM… War and Plunder in the Horn 
of Africa by Mark Duffield and Nicholas 
Stockton:

Mark Duffield and Nicholas Stockton write 
about the spectacular growth in livestock 
exports from the Horn of Africa to the 
urbanising Gulf states, and argue that 
neoliberalism has transformed the former 
reciprocity between ‘farmers’ and ‘herders’ 

into a relation of permanent war. Based on 
their article in ROAPE – freely available to 
read below – they argue that the crisis in 
the Horn is rooted in how the wealth of its 
peoples is being internationally plundered.

الرأسمالية،  لمقال  العربية  الترجمة  يمكنكم الإطلاع على 
ترجمات  من سلسلة  الأفريقي  القرن  في  والنهب  الحرب 

أركماني عبر هذا الرابط .
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FOLLOW UP: GAZA

Links up to November 17 to be found in our 
BLOG entry on the Gaza War.

27.12.23: AJE: Six killed in Israeli strike 
on refugee camp in occupied West Bank: 
“Violence across the West Bank has flared 
since Israel’s war on the Gaza Strip began 
on October 7. In that time, more than 300 
people have been killed in raids there and 
more than 4,700 Palestinians have been 
arrested.”

26.12.23: NYT: As World’s Gaze Shifts to 
Gaza, Israel’s Psyche Remains Defined 
by Oct. 7 Attack: “Hamas’s brutal raid and 
taking of hostages has left Israelis deeply 
traumatized and is expected to reshape the 
country for years to come.”

See also
21.12.23: AJE: Yoaf Litvin: The anatomy of 
Zionist genocide; 

22.12.23: Gallup: Life in Israel After Oct. 7 in 
5 Charts.

UN 22.12.23: FP: UN Security Council passes 
compromise resolution on Israel-Hamas 
war as US abstains: “The United Nations 
Security Council on Friday approved a 
resolution that calls for humanitarian 
pauses between Israel and Hamas, 
increased aid to Gaza and the creation of 
conditions that will allow for a sustainable 
end to fighting, ending days of closed-door 
negotiations.”

22.12.23: Foreign Affairs: In Dealing With 
the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, America 
Has No Easy Way Out: “The two traumatized 
societies that emerge from the current war 
will face a level of anguish, casualties, and 
devastation that will demand a herculean 

task of physical reconstruction and 
psychological healing.”

See also
29.12.23: Foreign Affairs: How Israel Could 
Lose America.

14.12.23: ECFR: Tipping point: The risks of 
Palestinian displacement for Egypt: “Israel’s 
expanding ground-offensive threatens 
to push Palestinians out of Gaza and into 
neighboring Egypt. This would worsen an 
already dire humanitarian situation and 
risks destabilising Egypt, an important 
European partner.”

14.12.23: ACLED: The Resurgence of 
Armed Groups in the West Bank and Their 
Connections to Gaza: “Between October 
2022 and September 2023, political violence 
in the West Bank was up by 50% compared 
to the year prior as a result of a steady 
increase in settler violence, stepped-
up IDF operations, and, importantly, the 
reemergence of Palestinian armed groups 
after over one and a half decades.”

14.12.23: Taz: Hilfe unter unsicheren 
Umständen (Help under uncertain 
circumstances): The German government 
has reviewed the aid for the Palestinian 
territories - and is now continuing it. There 
is no evidence of misappropriation.

10.12.23: AJE: How international law is used 
to cover up Israeli settler-colonialism: 
“Israel’s ‘right to self-defense’ is wrongly 
evoked within the context of its occupation 
of Palestinian territories.”

10.12.23: NYT: ‘Buying Quiet’: Inside the 
Israeli Plan That Propped Up Hamas: “Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu gambled that 

https://migration-control.info/de/blog/gaza-dossier-vertreibung-und-containment/
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https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2023/12/10/how-international-law-is-used-to-cover-up-israeli-settler-colonialism
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/10/world/middleeast/israel-qatar-money-prop-up-hamas.html?mwgrp=a-dbar&unlocked_article_code=1.K00.WjUu.QfLTgrZcX6T5&smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/10/world/middleeast/israel-qatar-money-prop-up-hamas.html?mwgrp=a-dbar&unlocked_article_code=1.K00.WjUu.QfLTgrZcX6T5&smid=url-share
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a strong Hamas (but not too strong) would 
keep the peace and reduce pressure for a 
Palestinian state.”

09.12.23: NYT: For Palestinians, the Future 
Is Being Bulldozed: “Israeli settlers, backed 
and sometimes aided by soldiers, force 
Arabs out of villages, farmlands and herding 
pastures. Human rights monitors say they 
are documenting an apparently coordinated 
campaign to bring vast swaths of land under 
the control of Jewish settlements.”

08.12.23: Taz: Eindringliche Mahnung an 
die Weltgemeinschaft (Urgent reminder to 
the global community): "Nowhere in Gaza 
is safe": In a diplomatically unusual move, 
UN Secretary-General Guterres once again 
calls on the Security Council to prevent a 
humanitarian catastrophe. Israel reacts 
indignantly.

See also
07.12.23: AJE: UN secretary-general invokes 
Article 99 on Gaza: “The United Nations 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres has 
invoked Article 99 of the UN Charter, urging 
the UN Security Council to act on the war in 
Gaza. The rare move on Wednesday comes 
as the 15-member Security Council is yet 
to adopt a resolution calling for a ceasefire 

between Israel, Hamas and their allies.”

07.12.23: NYT: German Cultural Scene 
Navigates a Clampdown on Criticism of 
Israel: “Museum shows were canceled. 
A book prize was suspended. And some  
artists were barred from applying for a  
major commission. This all happened 
recently in Germany because of concerns 
that the artists involved support a boycott  
of Israel, a position that the German 
Parliament has designated as antisemitic 
and which can be punished by the  
withdrawal of public funding.”

06.12.23: AJE: How Israel is squeezing 
1.8 million Palestinians into an airport-
sized area: “The Israeli military has asked 
Palestinian residents of Gaza to evacuate to 
a part of the town of al-Mawasi in the south 
of the besieged strip, designating it as a 
safe space.”

See also
06.12.23: AJE Video: Palestinians forcibly 
displaced into Gaza scrubland;

30.11.23: NYT: Israel Knew Hamas’s Attack 
Plan More Than a Year Ago: A blueprint 
reviewed by The Times laid out the attack 
in detail. Israeli officials dismissed it as 
aspirational and ignored specific warnings.

ALL AFRICA

13.12.23: Guardian: World Bank warns 
record debt levels could put developing 
countries in crisis: “Every quarter that 
interest rates stay high results in more 
developing countries becoming distressed 
– and facing the difficult choice of servicing 
their public debts or investing in public 
health, education, and infrastructure. The 

situation warrants quick and coordinated 
action by debtor governments, private 
and official creditors, and multilateral 
financial institutions – more transparency, 
better debt sustainability tools, and swifter 
restructuring arrangements. The alternative 
is another lost decade.’’

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/09/opinion/palestine-west-bank-war.html?mwgrp=a-dbar&unlocked_article_code=1.KU0.ZkNA.7V5zQUQ7ORfI&smid=url-share
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https://www.aljazeera.com/program/newsfeed/2023/12/6/palestinians-forcibly-displaced-into-gaza-scrubland
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/11/30/world/middleeast/israel-hamas-attack-intelligence.html
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https://www.theguardian.com/business/2023/dec/13/world-bank-debt-levels-countries-crisis
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NORTH AFRICA

Egypt 
14.12.23: AJE: Mourning and worrying about 
the future in rural Egypt: “Over the last 
year, inflation has spiked 72 percent on 
food products while the Egyptian pound has 
devalued three times. The latter has lost  
50 percent of its value and is responsible 
for pushing many Egyptians into poverty.
Report from the village of Nazlet el-Sharif 
– population about 1,000 – which sits on the 
Nile in Bani Suef about two hours south of 
Cairo. Like other villages, Nazlet el-Sharif 
has been sending workers to Libya for 
decades, mostly in the construction and 
maintenance sectors. Now, many of them 
died in the floods of Derna.”

Egypt 
10.12.23: Guardian: Sisi poised to win power 
again, but Egyptians’ minds are on Gaza: 
“There’s no chance of a fair election on 
Sunday, but Egypt president’s weakness 
on Gaza is showing in a country racked by 
poverty, corruption and inflation.”

 

Mediterranean 
17.12.23: Alarmphone: Shipwreck off Libya:  
61 people missing: “Though initially 
suggesting that they would send a patrol 
vessel, the Libyan authorities stated at 
20:44h CET that they would not send out 
any rescue assets, due to the high waves. 
Alarm Phone is aware, however, that at 
least two assets of the so-called Libyan 
coastguard were out at sea during the day. 
They intercepted at least 3 boats and forced 
the people on the move back to Libya.

Other vessels of the civil fleet, who might 
have been able to rescue people to safety, 
had been ordered away from the deadly 
maritime zone, instructed to disembark 

rescued people in northern Italy. This Italian 
policy of forcing rescuers to disembark 
in faraway harbours, while knowing that 
people continue to escape from Libya, has 
knowingly widened the rescue gap at sea 
and proven, once more, lethal.”

See also
16.12.23: NYT: At Least 61 Migrants Drown Off 
Libya, Agency Says.

Tunisia 
15.12.23: InfoMigrants: Migrants in Tunisia 
transferred to Libyan prisons: “Tunisian 
police have sent over 1,500 sub-Saharans 
to Libya since September, according 
to accounts passed on to InfoMigrants. 
Deportations of this kind began shortly 
after hundreds of migrants began arriving 
in Lampedusa from Tunisia. Around 10,000 
people landed on the Italian island during 
the week of September 11. The number of 
migrants deported from Tunisia to Libya  
may be much higher, with collective 
expulsions often carried out in the shadows.”

Tunisia 
27.12.23: Le Monde Afrique: En Tunisie, les 
migrants subsahariens désormais sous 
la menace de réseaux de kidnappeurs (In 
Tunisia, sub-Saharan migrants now under 
threat from kidnapper networks): “Le 
Monde Afrique was able to collect several 
corroborating testimonies from relatives 
of victims, information on their location as 
well as documents proving several money 
transfers for their release.”

Tunisia 
28.12.23: taz: Sieg durch Desinteresse 
(Victory through disinterest): “Tunisia's local 

https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2023/12/14/mourning-and-worrying-about-the-future-in-rural-egypt
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2023/12/14/mourning-and-worrying-about-the-future-in-rural-egypt
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/dec/10/sisi-poised-win-power-egyptians-minds-gaza-election-egypt
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/dec/10/sisi-poised-win-power-egyptians-minds-gaza-election-egypt
https://alarmphone.org/en/2023/12/17/people-are-losing-their-life-here-shipwreck-off-libya/
https://alarmphone.org/en/2023/12/17/people-are-losing-their-life-here-shipwreck-off-libya/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/16/world/africa/migrants-drown-libya.html?mwgrp=a-dbar&unlocked_article_code=1.KU0.yyKi.b0knBc_3p0RX&smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/16/world/africa/migrants-drown-libya.html?mwgrp=a-dbar&unlocked_article_code=1.KU0.yyKi.b0knBc_3p0RX&smid=url-share
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/53906/migrants-in-tunisia-transferred-to-libyan-prisons
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/53906/migrants-in-tunisia-transferred-to-libyan-prisons
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2023/12/27/en-tunisie-les-migrants-subsahariens-desormais-sous-la-menace-de-reseaux-de-kidnappeurs_6207920_3212.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2023/12/27/en-tunisie-les-migrants-subsahariens-desormais-sous-la-menace-de-reseaux-de-kidnappeurs_6207920_3212.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2023/12/27/en-tunisie-les-migrants-subsahariens-desormais-sous-la-menace-de-reseaux-de-kidnappeurs_6207920_3212.html
https://www.taz.de/!5981628
https://www.taz.de/!5981628
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CENTRAL AND SUBSAHARAN AFRICA

DR Congo 
20.12.23: taz: Milizen in der DR Kongo 
(Militias in the DR Congo): “Heavily armed 
militiamen are on the front line near Goma. 
They have received old uniforms, weapons 
and ammunition from the army command. 
The militia spokesman confirms this: His 
fighters are setting up roadblocks to collect 
money. They levy taxes on every sack of 
potatoes, every goat and every passer-by, 
much to the chagrin of the farmers and 
traders. These militias are not only on the 
front line against the Tutsi-led M23, but 
Wazalendo groups are springing up like 
mushrooms all over the country. In the poor 
neighborhoods of the cities, youth gangs 
now call themselves Wazalendo, which 
used to be called something completely 
different.”

See also
17.12.23: NYT: The Overlooked Crisis in 
Congo: ‘We Live in War’: “Six million 
have died, and more than six million are  
displaced after decades of fighting and the 
ensuing humanitarian crisis in the eastern 
region of the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
drawing in neighbors, mercenaries and 
militias. An upcoming election is inflaming 
tempers.”

Chad 
26.12.23: AJE: New constitution, old playbook: 
Chad’s Deby continues power play in Sahel: 
“Since his ascension to power in April 2021, 
the Chadian leader has been accused of 
perpetuating himself in power. His critics 
say the referendum confirms this.”

elections saw a turnout of just 11 per cent.  
The authoritarian President Kais Saied is  
now likely to go through with his 
reorganisation of the former model 
democracy.”

Tunisia 
03.12.23: AJE: Near Sfax, refugees scramble 
after violent clashes with Tunisia police: “As 
police and the national guard scour nearby 
Al Amra for a missing gun and ammunition, 
refugees are displaced again.”

See also
01.12.23: AJE: ‘I wake up in pain’: Refugees 
struggle in Tunisian winter.

Tunisia 
12/23: New ICMPD Training Center: “The 
training centre, which revolves around 
the drivers of #professionalisation and 
#modernisation, supported by ICMPD in the 
Mediterranean #MCPMed, is established 
as part of the third phase of the Integrated 
Border Management project Tunisia - Phase 
III (IBM Tunisia III) funded by the Republic 
of Austria, the Kingdom of Denmark and 
the Kingdom of the Netherlands and 
implemented by the ICMPD for the benefit of 
the three agencies responsible for border 
management in Tunisia.” 

https://taz.de/Milizen-in-der-DR-Kongo/!5977887/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/17/world/africa/democratic-republic-of-congo-elections.html?mwgrp=a-dbar&unlocked_article_code=1.KU0.P_IF.b57zMIaDd0Zm&smid=url-share
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/17/world/africa/democratic-republic-of-congo-elections.html?mwgrp=a-dbar&unlocked_article_code=1.KU0.P_IF.b57zMIaDd0Zm&smid=url-share
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2023/12/26/new-constitution-old-playbook-chads-deby-continues-power-play-in-sahel
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2023/12/26/new-constitution-old-playbook-chads-deby-continues-power-play-in-sahel
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2023/12/3/near-sfax-refugees-scramble-after-violent-clashes-with-tunisia-police
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2023/12/3/near-sfax-refugees-scramble-after-violent-clashes-with-tunisia-police
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2023/12/1/i-wake-up-in-pain-refugees-struggle-in-tunisian-winter
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2023/12/1/i-wake-up-in-pain-refugees-struggle-in-tunisian-winter
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/icmpd-tunisia_professionalisation-modernisation-mcpmed-ugcPost-7141804683962101760-Ev3-
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EAST AFRICA

Sudan 
29.12.23: AJE: ‘No way to leave’: Sudan 
paramilitary traps civilians in breadbasket 
state: “About 300,000 people fled – many 
for a second time – to regions under army 
control when the the paramilitary attacked 
Gezira, but many are now denied passage 
through RSF checkpoints. ‘It’s clear the RSF 
is trying to set up some kind of governance 
model, but we are also hearing real-life 
accounts … of people feeling desperation, 
anxiety and stress.’”

See also
18.12.23: Guardian: RSF paramilitary seizes 
control of Wad Madani, Sudan’s second city.

Sudan
24.12.23: Guardian ‘Why are they forgetting 
about us?’: Sudan watches allies turn 
from war to aid Ukraine and Gaza: “Info on 
Diaspora Aid Coordination in UK. Seven 
million people have fled their homes due to 
the fighting that began in April, according to 
the United Nations, and the Armed Conflict 
Location & Event Data Project, a Wisconsin-
based crisis-mapping group, estimates 
12,190 people have been killed. Even this 
is likely an undercount since many of the 
areas where fighting is happening are 
inaccessible to independent observers. 
Earlier this month, the World Food 
Programme warned war-wracked areas 
could face “catastrophic hunger” by next 
May unless more food assistance gets in.” 

24.12.23: Sudan’s civilians pick up arms, 
as RSF gains and army stumbles: “The 
Sudanese army and allied groups are relying 
on young men with little or no military 
training to fight as foot soldiers against the 

RSF. Over the past week, recruitment has 
picked up across River Nile State since the 
RSF captured Wad Madani, Sudan’s second-
largest city.”

See also
21.12.23: AJE: WFP temporarily halts food 
aid in parts of Sudan as fighting spreads; 

21.12.23: Sudan War Monitor: Fall of Wad 
Madani fuels criticism of army; 

13.12.23: Guardian: Soldiers accused of 
widespread looting from homes near 
Sudanese capital.

Sudan / UAE 
18.12.23: AJE: Sudan: When it is ‘maximalist’ 
to demand fighters vacate civilian homes: 
“On November 28, General Yasser al-Atta, 
an assistant to al-Burhan, publicly accused 
the UAE, for the first time, of supporting the 
paramilitary. The Emirati response came 
soon after. As the IGAD summit was under 
way in Djibouti, the UAE declared three 
Sudanese diplomats persona non grata. 
The following day, Sudan’s government 
responded in kind and expelled 15 Emirati 
diplomats. The UAE has long been accused 
of fuelling war in Sudan. In September, the 
New York Times revealed that under the 
guise of saving refugees, the UAE is running 
an elaborate covert operation through Chad 
to back the RSF.

Thanks to the Emirati generous financial 
support and sophisticated weaponry, tens 
of thousands of impoverished and landless 
nomads from the Arabian diaspora of the 
Sahel countries, particularly Chad, Niger 
and Mali, have descended on Darfur and 
Khartoum for land and loot.”

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/29/after-sudans-violent-paramilitary-captured-gezira-state-on-december-18-the-group-has-set-up-checkpoints-around-the-city-and-prevented-civilians-from-fleeing
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/29/after-sudans-violent-paramilitary-captured-gezira-state-on-december-18-the-group-has-set-up-checkpoints-around-the-city-and-prevented-civilians-from-fleeing
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/29/after-sudans-violent-paramilitary-captured-gezira-state-on-december-18-the-group-has-set-up-checkpoints-around-the-city-and-prevented-civilians-from-fleeing
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/dec/18/rsf-paramilitary-seizes-control-of-wad-madani-sudans-second-city?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Other
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/dec/18/rsf-paramilitary-seizes-control-of-wad-madani-sudans-second-city?CMP=Share_AndroidApp_Other
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/dec/24/sudan-war-aid-khartoum-darfur
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/dec/24/sudan-war-aid-khartoum-darfur
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/dec/24/sudan-war-aid-khartoum-darfur
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/24/sudans-civilians-pick-up-arms-as-rsf-gains-and-army-stumbles
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/24/sudans-civilians-pick-up-arms-as-rsf-gains-and-army-stumbles
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/21/wfp-temporarily-halts-food-aid-to-sudans-al-jazirah-state-due-to-fighting
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/21/wfp-temporarily-halts-food-aid-to-sudans-al-jazirah-state-due-to-fighting
https://sudanwarmonitor.com/p/fall-of-wad-madani-fuels-criticism
https://sudanwarmonitor.com/p/fall-of-wad-madani-fuels-criticism
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/dec/13/soldiers-accused-of-widespread-looting-from-homes-near-sudanese-capital
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/dec/13/soldiers-accused-of-widespread-looting-from-homes-near-sudanese-capital
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/dec/13/soldiers-accused-of-widespread-looting-from-homes-near-sudanese-capital
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2023/12/18/sudan-when-it-is-maximalist-to-demand-fighters-vacate-civilian-homes
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2023/12/18/sudan-when-it-is-maximalist-to-demand-fighters-vacate-civilian-homes
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/09/29/world/africa/sudan-war-united-arab-emirates-chad.html?mwgrp=a-dbar&unlocked_article_code=1.KE0.Ug0E.riDDg_oErRM5&smid=url-share


7Back to Page 1

See also
17.12.23: Reuters: Sudan orders three Chad 
diplomats to leave in 'reciprocal' action-
report: This points to Déby Regime sidelining 
with RSF.

Sudan / Darfur 
20.12.24: TNH: Snapshots: How Sudan's 
conflict is impacting Darfur: “As media 
attention wanes, we’ve asked Darfuri 
journalist and human rights monitor Ahmed 

Gouja to send us updates on how the 
conflict is impacting different towns and 
communities in different ways.”

See also
15.12.23: Guardian: Rape, murder, looting: 
massacre in Ardamata is the latest chapter 
in Darfur’s horror story; 

11.12.23: Sudantribune: Sudanese refugees 
in Chad face Security, humanitarian 
Challenges: report.

WEST AFRICA

Burkina Faso 
28.12.23: NYT: Criticize This African 
Country’s Army and You Might Be Drafted: 
“The military junta in Burkina Faso has been 
forcibly conscripting critics, say human 
rights organizations.”

Burkina Faso 
12.12.23: RFI: Burkina Faso: une trentaine de 
personnes massacrées par des hommes 
en tenue militaire à l'ouest du pays (Burkina 
Faso: around thirty people massacred 
by men in military uniform in the west of 
the country): “In the commune of Fô, in 
western Burkina Faso, some 95 km from 
Bobo-Dioulasso, around thirty people 
were massacred late on Friday morning  
8 December by men in military uniform. On 
the day of the weekly market in Dougounani, 
the assailants first executed a woman 
before attacking other people.”

See also
05.12.23: TNH: In Burkina Faso's blockaded 
towns, war crimes and mutual aid;

28.11.23: New Humanitarian: Burkina’s Faso 
jihadist conflict worsens as military junta 
pursues ‘total war’.

Chad 
20.12.23: BNN: Planned March Exposes 
Discontent Over French Military Presence: 
“The demonstration is more than just a 
physical show of resistance. It is a symbol 
of the broader sentiment among sections 
of the Chadian population who view the 
presence of foreign military forces as an 
infringement on their sovereignty. This 
opposition is not unique to Chad. It extends 
to Niger, where the relationship between 
France and the local population has 
deteriorated significantly following a coup 
in July.”

Mali 
05.12.23: taz: In Mali ist nicht alles schlecht 
(Not Everything is Bad in Mali): “In the West, 
the shortcomings of Assimi Goïta's military 
government are emphasised above all. On 
the ground in the capital, people emphasise 

https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/sudan-orders-three-chad-diplomats-leave-reciprocal-action-report-2023-12-17/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/sudan-orders-three-chad-diplomats-leave-reciprocal-action-report-2023-12-17/
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/sudan-orders-three-chad-diplomats-leave-reciprocal-action-report-2023-12-17/
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/photo-feature/2023/12/20/snapshots-how-sudans-conflict-impacting-darfur
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/photo-feature/2023/12/20/snapshots-how-sudans-conflict-impacting-darfur
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2023/dec/15/looting-massacre-in-ardamata-is-the-latest-chapter-in-darfurs-horror-story
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2023/dec/15/looting-massacre-in-ardamata-is-the-latest-chapter-in-darfurs-horror-story
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2023/dec/15/looting-massacre-in-ardamata-is-the-latest-chapter-in-darfurs-horror-story
https://sudantribune.com/article280286/
https://sudantribune.com/article280286/
https://sudantribune.com/article280286/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/28/world/africa/burkina-faso-military-conscription.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/12/28/world/africa/burkina-faso-military-conscription.html
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20231211-burkina-faso-une-trentaine-de-personnes-massacr%C3%A9es-par-des-hommes-en-tenue-militaire-%C3%A0-l-ouest-du-pays
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20231211-burkina-faso-une-trentaine-de-personnes-massacr%C3%A9es-par-des-hommes-en-tenue-militaire-%C3%A0-l-ouest-du-pays
https://www.rfi.fr/fr/afrique/20231211-burkina-faso-une-trentaine-de-personnes-massacr%C3%A9es-par-des-hommes-en-tenue-militaire-%C3%A0-l-ouest-du-pays
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2023/12/05/burkina-faso-blockaded-towns-war-crimes-and-mutual-aid
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/news-feature/2023/12/05/burkina-faso-blockaded-towns-war-crimes-and-mutual-aid
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/republish-article/263123
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/republish-article/263123
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/republish-article/263123
https://bnnbreaking.com/breaking-news/protests/chad-planned-march-exposes-discontent-over-french-military-presence/
https://bnnbreaking.com/breaking-news/protests/chad-planned-march-exposes-discontent-over-french-military-presence/
https://taz.de/Nach-drei-Jahren-Militaerregierung/!5974027/
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successes above all - even though living 
conditions are becoming increasingly 
difficult.”

Mauretania 
14.12.23: CRIDEM: La Mauritanie demande 
l’augmentation de son quota des visas 
auprès de l’union européenne (Mauritania 
requests an increase in its visa quota 
from the European Union): “Mauritania has 
asked the European Union to increase its 
visa quotas and to exempt its diplomatic 
and working passports from visas in all 
European Union countries. This request 
was made last Monday at a high-level 
meeting in Brussels with a delegation from 
the European Union, Spain, France and 
Germany to examine the issues of illegal 
immigration and the growing influx of 
migrants to Mauritania.”

Nigeria 
26.12.23: Tagesschau: Viele Tote bei Angriffen 
in Nigeria (Many dead in attacks in Nigeria): 
“According to local authorities, more than 
100 people were killed in attacks by armed 
perpetrators on several villages in the 
Nigerian state of Plateau over the weekend. 
‘The attacks were well coordinated. No 
fewer than 20 different communities were 
attacked by the bandits’.”

Nigeria 
07.12.23: Reuters: The Abortion Assault: 
“Nigerian military ran secret mass abortion 
programme in war against Boko Haram. 
Central to the abortion programme is a 
notion widely held within the military and 
among some civilians in the northeast: that 

the children of insurgents are predestined, 
by the blood in their veins, to one day take 
up arms against the Nigerian government 
and society. Four soldiers and one guard 
said they were told by superiors that 
the programme was needed to destroy 
insurgent fighters before they could be 
born.”

Sahel 
06.12.23: FP: Sahel Military Governments 
Seek Confederation: “Burkina Faso, Mali, 
and Niger’s foreign ministers on Friday 
recommended that the countries form a 
confederation following a two-day meeting 
in Mali’s capital, Bamako. The meeting aimed 
to flesh out the details of the new Alliance 
of Sahel States, created in September, 
which commits each country to come to 
the others’ aid in defense against external 
Aggression.”

See also
06.12.23: AJE: Chad, Mauritania pave way for 
dissolution of G5 Sahel alliance; 

30.11.23: Jungle World: Die Sahel-Staaten 
Mali, Burkina Faso und Niger verkünden 
große Wirtschaftspläne (The Sahel states 
of Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger announce 
major economic plans).

Sahel 
30.11.23: taz: Alleingelassen im Sahel (Left 
Alone in the Sahel): “Der UN withdrawal 
from Mali and sanctions against Niger 
complicate the work of international aid 
organisations.”

https://cridem.org/C_Info.php?article=770730
https://cridem.org/C_Info.php?article=770730
https://cridem.org/C_Info.php?article=770730
https://www.tagesschau.de/ausland/afrika/nigeria-506.html
https://www.tagesschau.de/ausland/afrika/nigeria-506.html
https://www.reuters.com/investigates/special-report/nigeria-military-abortions/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2023/12/06/sahel-military-mali-niger-burkina-faso-coup-confederation/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2023/12/06/sahel-military-mali-niger-burkina-faso-coup-confederation/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/6/chad-mauritania-pave-way-to-dissolve-g5-anti-rebel-alliance
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/12/6/chad-mauritania-pave-way-to-dissolve-g5-anti-rebel-alliance
https://jungle.world/artikel/2023/48/sahel-staaten-mali-burkina-faso-niger-grosse-plaene
https://jungle.world/artikel/2023/48/sahel-staaten-mali-burkina-faso-niger-grosse-plaene
https://jungle.world/artikel/2023/48/sahel-staaten-mali-burkina-faso-niger-grosse-plaene
https://taz.de/UN-Abzug-aus-Mali/!5977078/
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WEST ASIA

Syria 
29.12.23: AJE: ‘The revolution will continue’: 
Syrian protesters vow ahead of 2024: “It 
was the 130th such demonstration since 
they began taking place on a daily basis in 
August. This time, there was a particularly 
festive feel in anticipation of the New Year 
in the air.
Worsening living conditions and lack of 
public services have sparked protests in 
regime-held areas over the past few years 
of the civil war, but they have not been this 

sustained and populous before. This time, 
the slogans shouted are more reminiscent 
of 2011 when protests were met with brutal 
repression by the security forces.”

Syria 
07.12.23: TNH: What the war in Gaza means  
for Syria: “Looking at the longer-term  
horizon, Syria’s already terrible 
humanitarian crisis seems certain to 
get worse, and the war in Gaza will only 
accelerate that decline.”

EUROPE

France 
08.12.23: taz: Migrations-Sonderstatus für 
Algerien bleibt (Special migration status 
for Algeria remains): “As established since 
1968, Algerians will continue to be able 
to immigrate to France more easily. A 
proposed change by the Conservatives was 
rejected.”

Germany / Georgia 
20.12.23: taz: Asylabkommen mit Georgien 
(Asylum agreement with Georgia): “The 
deal: Georgia takes back compatriots who 
are required to leave the country and in 
return receives easier access to the labour 
market.”

UK 
05.12.23: Tagesschau: Großbritannien 
schließt Asylvertrag mit Ruanda (Great 
Britain concludes asylum agreement with 
Rwanda): “The UK wants to seal itself off 
from migrants with significantly tougher 
barriers for foreign skilled workers 
and a new asylum pact for deportations 
to Rwanda. The agreement stipulates 
that asylum seekers who enter the UK 
irregularly will be sent to the East African 
country. In return, Rwanda has received an 
initial payment of around 163 million euros 
(140 million pounds) and the promise that 
further money will be provided for the 
accommodation and care of the deportees.”

https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2023/12/29/the-revolution-will-continue-syrian-protestors-vow-ahead-of-2024
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2023/12/29/the-revolution-will-continue-syrian-protestors-vow-ahead-of-2024
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/analysis/2023/12/07/what-war-gaza-means-syria
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/analysis/2023/12/07/what-war-gaza-means-syria
https://taz.de/Algerisch-franzoesisches-Abkommen/!5978670/
https://taz.de/Algerisch-franzoesisches-Abkommen/!5978670/
https://taz.de/Asylabkommen-mit-Georgien/!5977915/
https://www.tagesschau.de/ausland/europa/grossbritannien-zuwanderungsrecht-ruanda-100.html
https://www.tagesschau.de/ausland/europa/grossbritannien-zuwanderungsrecht-ruanda-100.html
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EUROPEAN UNION

EU 
20.11.23: European Commission: Commis-
sion provides over EUR 250 million of 
additional funding to reinforce border 
security and migration management: 
“Under the Border Management and Visa 
Instrument (BMVI) call, the Commission 
will subsidise EUR 141 million worth of 
electronic surveillance systems at external 
land borders. With this funding, optical fiber 
and software to improve the exchange and 
processing of data between border posts 
and command centres will be installed 
in Bulgaria, Croatia, Greece, Lithuania, 
and Hungary. Furthermore, electronic 
surveillance equipment will be set up 
at border posts in Bulgaria, Latvia and 
Lithuania, and the deployment of mobile 
detection equipment will follow in Bulgaria, 
Lithuania and Greece.”

EU 
20.12.23: Guardian: EU reaches asylum deal 
that rights groups say will create ‘cruel 
system’: “EU negotiators have reached 
agreement on rules aimed at spreading the 
cost and responsibility for hosting asylum 
seekers across the bloc, limiting the number 
of people coming in and making it easier to 
deport those whose claims fail.
After all-night talks, representatives 
from national governments, the European 
parliament and European Commission 
“reached a deal on the core political 
elements” of the pact on asylum and 
migration, the EU’s Spanish presidency said 
on Wednesday.
The controversial accord paves the way 
for a definitive agreement scheduled to 
be reached before European parliament 

elections in June and follows years of failed 
attempts to overhaul the bloc’s outdated 
asylum rules.”

See also
23.12.23: taz: Christian Jakob: Asylrecht in 
der Europäischen Union: Alle roten Linien 
überschritten (Asylum law in the European 
Union: all red lines crossed): Timeline since 
2008; 

21.12.23: medico: Bernd Kasparek: Das Ende 
des Schutzes (On the reform of the Common 
European Asylum System (CEAS)); 

taz 21.12.23: Neues EU-Asylrecht: Schnell 
einsperren, dann abschieben (New EU 
asylum law: lock up quickly, then deport); 

12/23: Mediendienst Integration: Reform des 
Gemeinsamen Europäischen Asylsystems.

EU Commission 
14.12.23: Statewatch: Expansive new 
police powers hidden behind EU’s migrant 
smuggling proposals: “At the end of 
November, the European Commission 
announced two new laws to fight migrant 
smuggling. One seeks to make the legal 
framework more punitive. The other aims ‘to 
reinforce Europol’s role in the fight against 
migrant smuggling and trafficking in human 
beings,’ but would in fact expand Europol’s 
powers in relation to all crimes for which it 
has competence, and let the agency conduct 
‘non-coercive investigative measures’ 
during joint operations with national police 
forces. Its staff are currently prohibited 
from conducting any kind of investigative 
measure.”

https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-provides-over-eur-250-million-additional-funding-reinforce-border-security-and-migration-2023-11-20_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-provides-over-eur-250-million-additional-funding-reinforce-border-security-and-migration-2023-11-20_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-provides-over-eur-250-million-additional-funding-reinforce-border-security-and-migration-2023-11-20_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-provides-over-eur-250-million-additional-funding-reinforce-border-security-and-migration-2023-11-20_en
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/dec/20/eu-reaches-asylum-deal-human-rights-groups-cruel-system
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/dec/20/eu-reaches-asylum-deal-human-rights-groups-cruel-system
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/dec/20/eu-reaches-asylum-deal-human-rights-groups-cruel-system
https://taz.de/Asylrecht-in-der-Europaeischen-Union/!5979217/
https://taz.de/Asylrecht-in-der-Europaeischen-Union/!5979217/
https://taz.de/Asylrecht-in-der-Europaeischen-Union/!5979217/
https://www.medico.de/blog/das-ende-des-schutzes-19332
https://www.medico.de/blog/das-ende-des-schutzes-19332
https://taz.de/Neues-EU-Asylrecht/!5975761/
https://taz.de/Neues-EU-Asylrecht/!5975761/
https://mediendienst-integration.de/migration/flucht-asyl/eu-asylpolitik.html#c4442
https://mediendienst-integration.de/migration/flucht-asyl/eu-asylpolitik.html#c4442
http://www.statewatch.org/news/2023/december/expansive-new-police-powers-hidden-behind-eu-s-migrant-smuggling-proposals/
http://www.statewatch.org/news/2023/december/expansive-new-police-powers-hidden-behind-eu-s-migrant-smuggling-proposals/
http://www.statewatch.org/news/2023/december/expansive-new-police-powers-hidden-behind-eu-s-migrant-smuggling-proposals/
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REPORTS AND LONG READS

12/23: BVMN: Decoding Balkandac: 
Navigating the EU's Biometric Blueprint: 
“This report [...] investigates the  
development of interoperable biometric 
databases, akin to Eurodac, in the Western 
Balkans, referred to as the “Balkandac” 
system. It highlights a lack of transparency 
in current regional data-sharing systems 
and underscores the significant role of  
EU institutions in their creation.”

12/23: MSF: “You’re going to die here” – 
Abuse in Abu Salim and Ain Zara detention 
centres: “Over the course of 2023, until MSF 
ended its medical activities in Tripoli, MSF 
teams witnessed and documented living 
conditions and abuses inside Abu Salim 
and Ain Zara detention centres, where 
thousands of people, including women and 
children, continue to be arbitrarily detained.” 
The findings are contained in this report.

12/23: World Organisation Against Torture 
(OMCT): The Torture Roads – The Cycle of 
Abuse against People on the Move in Africa: 
“The report combines stories of violence 
and extortion by officials at borders, of 
human trafficking, forced prostitution 
and rape at the hands of criminal gangs, 
with comprehensive analysis of relevant 
legal frameworks. It also highlights how  
migration agreements signed by the 
European Union (EU) and some of its 
member States with a number of African 
countries have contributed to an increase 
in the exposure of migrants to this litany of 
abuse.”

29.12.23: Guardian: Hein de Haas: Everything 
politicians tell you about immigration 
is wrong. This is how it actually works: 

“Escaping poverty, violence and the climate 
crisis are factors, but the main driver is rich 
societies demanding cheap labour.”

21.12.23: FluchtforschungBlog: Maurice 
Stierl: Migration Magnets, Migration Myths: 
The Pull Factor Mirage: “In the scholarly 
community, push/pull models of migration 
have become – by and large – replaced by 
models seeking to reflect the complexity 
of migration. And yet, in public debates on 
migration, pull factors are ever-present.”

20.12.23: The Conversation: Migrant work 
is European agroindustry’s biggest source 
of wealth and shame: “Generally speaking, 
migrants work in the countryside, and do 
the hardest, most dangerous, or lowest 
paid tasks that the local population refuses 
to carry out.

This begs the question of what drives 
workers to accepts these jobs. Social 
research on the ground has revealed 
various motivations. Among them are 
wages that, although low, are often higher 
than those in a migrant worker’s place of 
origin. Agriculture is also rife with informal 
work, meaning it is often the only available 
source of employment for migrants without 
work permits.

In addition, certain structural disadvantages 
make it difficult for workers to protest and 
demand improvements.”

14.12.23: ECFR: Road to nowhere: Why 
Europe’s border externalisation is a dead 
end: “European migration policy frames 
migration as a security threat and focuses 
on externalising European borders to 
southern Mediterranean states, especially 

https://borderviolence.eu/reports/balkandac/
https://borderviolence.eu/reports/balkandac/
https://www.msf.org/msf-report-abuse-abu-salim-and-ain-zara-detention-centres-libya
https://www.msf.org/msf-report-abuse-abu-salim-and-ain-zara-detention-centres-libya
https://www.msf.org/msf-report-abuse-abu-salim-and-ain-zara-detention-centres-libya
https://www.omct.org/en/resources/reports/africa-new-report-exposes-torture-as-a-defining-feature-of-the-migration-journey
https://www.omct.org/en/resources/reports/africa-new-report-exposes-torture-as-a-defining-feature-of-the-migration-journey
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/dec/29/politicians-immigration-wrong-cheap-labour
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/dec/29/politicians-immigration-wrong-cheap-labour
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2023/dec/29/politicians-immigration-wrong-cheap-labour
https://fluchtforschung.net/migration-magnets-migration-myths-the-pull-factor-mirage/
https://fluchtforschung.net/migration-magnets-migration-myths-the-pull-factor-mirage/
https://theconversation.com/migrant-work-is-european-agroindustrys-biggest-source-of-wealth-and-shame-219864
https://theconversation.com/migrant-work-is-european-agroindustrys-biggest-source-of-wealth-and-shame-219864
https://theconversation.com/migrant-work-is-european-agroindustrys-biggest-source-of-wealth-and-shame-219864
https://ecfr.eu/publication/road-to-nowhere-why-europes-border-externalisation-is-a-dead-end/
https://ecfr.eu/publication/road-to-nowhere-why-europes-border-externalisation-is-a-dead-end/
https://ecfr.eu/publication/road-to-nowhere-why-europes-border-externalisation-is-a-dead-end/
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since the migration crisis of 2015.

This approach colours the EU’s and member 
states’ relations with their southern 
neighborhood. It also impedes their pursuit 
of strategic interests in the region and 
diminishes the EU’s reputation as a values-
based power.

Border externalisation has failed to prevent 
a new surge in irregular migration on the 
central Mediterranean route since 2020. 
In fact, European externalisation policies 
likely contributed to this new crisis.

Europeans need to stop handing control 
of their borders to warlords and autocrats 
in Libya and Tunisia. Instead, they should 
focus on measures that tie the short-term 
imperative to appear in control of migration 
to longer-term initiatives that lessen the 
need for people to migrate in the first place.”

11.12.23: Lighthouse Report: Frontex and 
the pirate ship: “The EU’s border agency 
Frontex and the Maltese government are 
systematically sharing coordinates of 
refugee boats trying to escape Libya with 
a vessel operated by a militia linked to 
Russia, human trafficking, war crimes and 
smuggling.”

See also
11.12.23: AJE: European powers allow 
shadowy Libyan group to return refugees.

12/23: Terre des Hommes: Vor Mauern 
und hinter Gittern: “Geflüchtete Kinder 
und Jugendliche sind an den EU-
Außengrenzen in Ungarn, Griechenland, 

Bulgarien und Polen schwerwiegenden 
Kinderrechtsverletzungen ausgesetzt. Wie 
der vorliegende, von terre des hommes 
Deutschland in Kooperation mit fünf 
Partnerorganisationen der europäischen 
Zivilgesellschaft verfasste Bericht 
dokumentiert, sind sowohl rechtswidrige 
Zurückschiebung als auch Migrationshaft 
bei Kindern und Jugendlichen in den 
untersuchten Mitgliedstaaten der EU weit 
verbreitete und systematisch angewandte 
Praxis.”

11/23: Clingendael: Despite military 
progress, it’s not going well in Northern 
Benin: “The Government of Benin has 
shown a remarkably strong commitment to 
stopping the spread of violent extremism. It 
has invested in its military and its relations 
with the population and has largely been 
able to stand its ground against Violent 
Extremist Organizations (VEOs). Yet, from 
July 2022 onwards levels of violence in the 
region have increased by more than four 
times compared to the year before. And 
worse, they continue to show an upward 
trend.”

02.12.23: Bulgaria Bordermonitoring: 
Almost 100 refugees died on their way 
through Bulgaria within the last two years: 
According to a research by the ARD studio 
in Vienna in cooperation with Lighthouse 
Reports, Der Spiegel, RFE/RL, Solomon 
and inews – which was published in the 
beginning of December 2023 – at least  
93 people died on their way through Bulgaria 
in the last two years alone.

https://www.lighthousereports.com/investigation/frontex-and-the-pirate-ship/
https://www.lighthousereports.com/investigation/frontex-and-the-pirate-ship/
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/longform/2023/12/11/with-europes-help-a-libyan-brigade-accused-of-killings-returns-refugees
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/longform/2023/12/11/with-europes-help-a-libyan-brigade-accused-of-killings-returns-refugees
https://www.tdh.de/fileadmin/user_upload/inhalte/04_Was_wir_tun/Themen/Weitere_Themen/Fluechtlingskinder/tdh_Bericht_Kinderrechtsverletzungen-an-EU-Aussengrenzen.pdf
https://www.tdh.de/fileadmin/user_upload/inhalte/04_Was_wir_tun/Themen/Weitere_Themen/Fluechtlingskinder/tdh_Bericht_Kinderrechtsverletzungen-an-EU-Aussengrenzen.pdf
https://www.clingendael.org/sites/default/files/2023-12/PB_Despite_military_progress_its_not_going_well_in_NB.pdf
https://www.clingendael.org/sites/default/files/2023-12/PB_Despite_military_progress_its_not_going_well_in_NB.pdf
https://www.clingendael.org/sites/default/files/2023-12/PB_Despite_military_progress_its_not_going_well_in_NB.pdf
https://bulgaria.bordermonitoring.eu/2023/12/02/almost-100-people-died-on-their-way-through-bulgaria-within-2-years/
https://bulgaria.bordermonitoring.eu/2023/12/02/almost-100-people-died-on-their-way-through-bulgaria-within-2-years/
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CAMPAIGNS

Coalition for the El Hiblu 3: A Grave 
Injustice: Attorney General Files Bill of 
Indictment against the El Hiblu 3: The 
Attorney General of Malta has issued a Bill 
of Indictment against Abdalla, Amara, and 
Kader, also known as the El Hiblu 3. They 
have been wrongly charged with a long list 

of serious crimes which could carry life 
imprisonment. We are aggrieved and angry 
that the Attorney General has ignored the 
testimonies heard during the compilation 
of evidence over the last four and a half 
years, which demonstrate the indisputable 
innocence of the El Hiblu 3.

https://twitter.com/FreeTheEH3/status/1730119475784008080?t=J6sF3fiYavGLNh4RFocg8g&s=19
https://twitter.com/FreeTheEH3/status/1730119475784008080?t=J6sF3fiYavGLNh4RFocg8g&s=19
https://twitter.com/FreeTheEH3/status/1730119475784008080?t=J6sF3fiYavGLNh4RFocg8g&s=19

